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Worship Times
10:15 am

The Epistle
VIRTUAL VBS

Worship
Schedule
Note
Sunday August
2, we will have
online worship
only, 10:15 am.
PRAYER CHAIN

Invite a
friend
to
church!

If you are interested in a virtual
VBS please contact Pr. Matt for
details. It will be held three
evenings in August (to be
determined based on interest)
and we will gather live over
Zoom video.

If you would like to participate in a
prayer request phone chain, please
contact Pr. Matt. When someone
has a prayer request, they contact
the first person to start the chain and
each person will call someone else.
This is a good way to share prayer
requests with those who attend inperson services and those who are
attending on-line worship at home.

GOLF OUTING CANCELLED FOR 2020
Just like many other events in our world, we need to cancel our golf outing
for 2020. Twin Ponds is not hosting golf outings due to COVID-19, and it is
difficult host such a gathering in a safe manner at this time. We are looking
forward to hosting the 2021 golf outing.

PLEASE SEE THE BULLETIN BOARD IN THE NARTHEX
FOR FORMS THAT YOU NEED TO SPONSOR:
BULLETINS / FLOWERS / SHARES OF FAITH
Remit them to the church office.

Note from Pastor Matt
As I write this we are getting ready to resume worship inside our building. When things shut down
suddenly in mid-March no one knew how different the next few months would be. From where we
stand right now I don’t think anyone knows what the next 6 months will look like either. At this time
the case counts in Montgomery County have declined to the level where we can think about resuming
indoor worship safely. As we do, know that our worship service will be different for some time. As
with everywhere else we are asking everyone to wear a face covering and practice physical
distancing with those outside their own household. Also we ask that anyone who is feeling sick or has
recently been exposed to someone with a confirmed Covid-19 diagnosis refrain from
attending in-person worship. We will continue to offer online worship videos
through our Facebook page for those who cannot attend or do not feel comfortable
attending worship. Also there will be significant changes to the service itself during
this time. The most drastic is that we will not be singing during indoor worship.
This is following guidance from the CDC and denominational resources. The act of
singing causes a much greater volume of air to be pushed out of the lungs and if a
person is asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic it greatly increases the level of exposure to others in the
room even with a face covering present. We will also be distributing communion in one kind (bread)
only. In addition, the congregation will remain seated in their place and I will bring communion to
each person receiving it.
If the time comes again where it is for the best for the community to refrain from gathering inside our
building for worship, we will do just that. We had several weeks of “parking lot church” which was a
new experience for me and a good, safer, way to gather as a worshiping community. If we need to
return to such an arrangement in the coming months we can.
We cannot know what the immediate future holds but we do know that no matter the circumstances
the Church will continue to follow our God given calling and mission. When the world around us is in
turmoil it is time for the Church to step into the gap. No matter what happens, the Church will remain
as Christ’s body and witness in the world. That is God’s promise.
The ways we pursue our God given mission, however, will look differently for some time. Some
things that we do might change permanently. That is good. This is a chance for not only this
congregation but the whole Church to think about how we carry out that God given mission to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed. The old default mode for many congregations,
“that’s the way we’ve always done it,” is gone. We are being forced to rethink foundational things like
worship and Christian education. Even when this time of pandemic passes the reasoning of “that’s
the way we’ve always done it” is gone because, for a time we couldn’t do it that way. I pray that we
come out on the other side of this with a renewed focus on how we pursue our mission in this world.
Right now we have no choice but to re-think things, but the day is coming where we will have that
choice again. Let’s keep our focus on how to carry out our mission in the world we live in, not in the
world we wish we lived in.
The Church will survive this. We will continue to proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ to a world that needs good news. The way we do that will
change, by necessity, for the time being. We can see this time as an
inconvenience to endure or we can use this time as an opportunity to
renew our focus and recommit to the mission that God has given us.
In Christ,
Pr. Matt

Remember in your prayers:
Our Church members, family and friends…………
Walter Dittman, Arlene Hess, John and Miki Mroz, Cleora Shellaway, Marie Stauffer, Grace Stauffer, Lillian
Sweinhart, Kathy Hoffman, Arthur Yerger, Willard Koch, Marlene Duchak, Mary Ann Levan, Jana LePage
The young men and women serving in our armed forces….
Noah Ziegler, Matthew McHugh, Eric Littlefield, Adam Wolford
For the families and friends who mourn the loss of their loved ones…….
Debbie Gaugler Spencer, Richard McKinney, Mary Moyer, Helen Johnson,
Chuck Yerger, Gloria Stricker, Esther Renninger
Keep this paper with your devotional items to reference daily.

Ministry Volunteers

Counters
Council

Counters
Council

August 2
10:15 am

Eugene and
Shirley Heydt
Carol Adams
Charlie Kulp

August 9
10:15 AM

Jodie Moyer
Carol Adams
Charlie Kulp

August 16
10:15 am

Barbara Littlefield
Geoff Littlefield
Carol Adams
Charlie Kulp

August 30
10:15 am

Doris Moyer
Wilda Mathias
Carol Adams
Charlie Kulp

Epistle Deadlines
SEPTEMBER ISSUE----------------------DUE TUESDAY, AUGUST 18
OCTOBER ISSUE--------------------------DUE TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
NOVEMBER ISSUE-----------------------DUE TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
DECEMBER / JANUARY ISSUE-------DUE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17

August 23
10:15 am

Willard Koch
Gerald Koch
Carol Adams
Charlie Kulp

1809 Hoffmansville Road
P. O. Box 370
Sassamansville, PA 19472-0370
PHONE:
(610) 754-6024
E-MAIL:
pastormatt@
stpaulssassamansville.com
office@
stpaulssassamansville.com
WEBSITE: stpaulssassamansville.com
STAFF
Pastor Matthew Finney
Lili Sanderlin, Music Director
Andrea Kershaw, Secretary
Becky Higham, Sexton

“To know Christ and make Christ known
Spread the Gospel by word and action.”

