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The Epistle

OUR NEW PRE-SCHOOL……EXCITING NEWS!
Worship
10:30 am

As you may know this fall will mark a new chapter in St. Paul’s history with the
start of our new preschool, the Justus Falckner Early Learning Center. Many of
the staff of the former Falkner Swamp Preschool will be coming on board and
the former director Robin Landino has agreed to serve as director of the new
school. The new name builds off the foundation of the former Falkner Swamp
Preschool that rented space from us for many years. We hope to continue their
legacy of excellent early childhood education programs for the wider
community. So, who is Justus Falckner?
Well, he is listed in our church calendar of commemorations. Here is the entry.
November 24
Justus Falckner, died 1723
A native of Saxony, Falckner was the son of a Lutheran pastor and, seeing the
stresses his father endured, did not plan on becoming a pastor himself, though
he studied theology in Halle. Instead, he joined with his brother in the real estate
business in Pennsylvania. Through this business he became acquainted with

Stay
safe
and
healthy

a Swedish pastor in America, and finally he decided to become ordained.
He served congregations in New York and New Jersey. Not only was he
the first Lutheran ordained in North America, but he published a
catechism that was the first Lutheran book published on the continent.
From Sundays and Seasons

The Pennsylvania real estate business was with the Frankfort Land Company
which sold tracts of land in what is today Pottsgrove, New Hanover, and Upper
Hanover townships. The area became known as Falckner’s (or Falkner’s)
Swamp because of the brothers. Although Justus served the vast majority of his
ministry in New York and New Jersey he did serve briefly in this area early in his
ministry.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would prefer not to have
envelopes mailed to your home
because of giving online or using
the pew envelopes, please let
Andrea know in the office to
remove your name.

Note from Pastor Matt
Last month I wrote about the lessons we have learned during the past year of pandemic life. This
month I would like for us to start thinking of life after the pandemic. As we approach summer we look
ahead. Next fall will be different from last fall for several reasons. First,
we should be looking at a vastly different environment regarding Covid19. Even though positive cases and hospitalizations remain stubbornly
high in Montgomery County the vaccines are working. The data that
are coming in show that at a wide scale the vaccines are even more effective than the trial data show.
That is great news. Although we may be looking at something that is not quite “normal” next year it
will be much closer to normal than what we have had over the past year.
That means it is time to start thinking about the next “program year.” In the fall we will be looking at
our first “program year” with Christ, Niantic. The biggest thing that will need to change from the past
is our Sunday morning Christian Education. The congregation form Niantic is also looking for a fresh
restart on Christian Education and I hope that the congregations can work together on how we will do
things. Even though each congregation will have their own Christian Education time on Sunday
mornings there are opportunities to work together on planning and focus. There are other
opportunities for working together between the congregations. How can the two congregations work
together on Confirmation and youth? Are there ways both congregations can work together on
mission and outreach?
Another change for the fall will be the preschool. The preschool will be back in the fall but now part of
our ministry here at St. Paul’s. How can we make the preschool families and staff feel welcome and
part of the family here? Another thing to think about is our fall events. This past fall we cancelled
them all because of the pandemic. We also tried to do things in some new ways during the
pandemic. Between the pandemic, the preschool, and the new shared ministry with Niantic our
considerations have changed significantly. So, the question is what makes the most sense for us
now?
Because this past year has been one of a “holding pattern” for much of the life of the congregation, as
we approach a full reopening, we should not feel bound to everything that was done in the past. The
world post pandemic will not be the same as it was before. This once in a century event will have
profound and lasting effects on the world. We cannot know all the ways things will change, and it
may take several years for all the changes to emerge.
Last month I asked you to think about the ways this pandemic has changed you. Where has it given
you a new vision? Where has it caused a change in priorities? Where has it reminded you of what is
truly important and essential? If you and I are looking at the world differently on the other side of the
pandemic so will many others. This is a moment for the Church to speak and reach out to those who
are looking at life with new eyes and a new perspective. The Gospel of Jesus Christ should be
central in this conversation. We need to find new ways to proclaim the good news of Jesus who gave
himself for all people, who calls us to love and serve God and love and serve our neighbors, who
forms us into a community based on forgiveness and grace. This message is needed at all times but
especially now.
We have something valuable to share with the world, and we have a chance to share that with new
enthusiasm and a fresh start. It is time to start (keep) praying and imagining what St. Paul’s will be
on the other side of this historic year.

Remember in your prayers:
Walter Dittman, John and Miki Mroz, Cleora Shellaway, Marie Stauffer,
Grace Stauffer, Lillian Sweinhart, Kathy Hoffman, Arthur Yerger, Willard Koch,
Marlene Duchak, Mary Ann Levan, Jana LePage, Michael Billetta, Marion Eschbach,
Ruth Miller, Eleanor Ruth, Joan Roth, Thomas Weiss, Sylvia, Brian Fontaine,
Harry Henning III, Clifton Shaw, Mike Moyer, LeRoy Roshong, Linda McCue,
Michael McLaughlin, Robin Prutzman, Deb DeTurck, Alita M

The young men and women serving in our armed forces….
Noah Ziegler, Matthew McHugh, Eric Littlefield, Adam Wolford

For the families and friends who mourn the loss of their loved ones…….
Chuck Yerger, Gloria Stricker, Esther Renninger, Arlene Hess, Betty Seifrit, Glenn Moyer
Bill McCue

Confirmation: Pentecost Sunday May 23
We will celebrate the confirmation of Ella Moyer at our 10:30 AM worship service.
Everyone wear RED!

Parking Lot Paving
The parking lot is scheduled to be repaved on May 17-19, at this point it should not
interfere with Sunday worship.
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“To know Christ and make Christ known
Spread the Gospel by word and action.”

