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Worship Times
Sundays
10:15 am
With
Holy Communion

The Epistle

Our Easter
Holy Communion Service
10:15 am
Sunday, April 1

Sunday School
9 am

Invite a friend to church!
Clean up a neighbor’s
flowerbed.
Run an errand for a
homebound person.
Make an extra portion of
dinner or soup and give
to a friend who is sick or
could use a meal.
Do good in the world!

Our Annual Spaghetti Dinner
was a success!
The committee wishes to express
our sincerest thank you to ALL the
volunteers who dedicated their
time planning, baking, donating
items and working the actual
event. The dinner would not have
been a success without all of you!
Our efforts brought in $3500!
Thank you to everyone who had a
plate of spaghetti, bought baked
goods and raffle tickets! See you
all next year!
Names of basket winners are:
Donna Long, Merilyn
McLaughlin, Lisa Morgan,
Melody Mathis, Jason Kulp,
Diane McGlinchey, Lynette
Hoffman, Kim Ibach, Geoff
Littlefield, John Juhasz, Tracy
Eisenhart, Crystal Norris, and a
few others that just had phone
numbers. Congrats to all!!!!

All submissions to be
included in the May issue
of The Epistle are due by
10 am on Wednesday,
April 18.
Please email things to
Andrea at office@
stpaulssassamansville.com
Clothing Drive
In May!
It is a great time to clean
out your closets and
drawers and clothing in
the attic!

It is our turn to collect
clothes for the Clothing
Rack at St. Luke’s in
Gilbertsville.
Do not bring items in until
May and when you do,
please place them on the
stage in the Fellowship
Hall.
Questions? See Marlene
Duchak or Jodie Moyer

Note from Pastor Matt
The Church has a nearly 2000 year history. In those two millennia the Church has
existed in a variety of contexts and circumstances. The Church has amassed a
large amount of wisdom over the centuries that can help us understand better what
it means to be the Church today. One of these sources of wisdom comes from The
Rule of St Benedict.
This book, written by St. Benedict of Nursia in the sixth century directs life within religious communities
and is still put in to practice by many monks and nuns today. At the beginning of this work, Benedict talks
about the four types of monks, but this can be expanded to the four types of people who seek out religious
communities. The first is those who submit to the rule and live within the religious community. The second are
the hermits who after they have been formed by the life of the community and mature in faith, can live on their
own. Third are the “idealists who live in communities, neither listening to the wisdom of their sisters and
brothers, nor submitting to the rule that could purify them as gold is purified by fire (Proverbs 27:21).” These
people claim to be a part of Christian communities, but really follow their own desires and plans. “They do
what they like. If they believe something or choose it for themselves that’s their ‘rule’; if there is anything they
don’t like they reject it as evil.” The fourth group is the “spiritual consumers”. They “wonder around from one
place to another, visiting a community here, a conference there always looking for the next best thing...
They’ve become captive to their own desires and big ideas about what a life with God should look like.”1
Well, at least it is comforting to know that the issues facing the Church today are nothing new. What
struck me in reading these descriptions is how easily we can become those kinds of people in the third and
fourth categories. We may seek with good intentions to be a part of a religious community (in our case a
congregation), but can easily become caught up in the question that drives people into those latter categories,
“what is in it for me?” Now most of us are not so direct to put it in those terms but we may ask ourselves, “Is
this worth my time?” or “Am I getting what I need out of it?” or “Why should I put up with all these (other)
annoying, hurtful, frustrating people?” The great insight of Benedict’s Rule is that by living within a community
of flawed brothers and sisters in Christ we come to understand ourselves and our God more fully. While living
together our faith is formed, shaped, and deepened; we, then, grow more and more into the image and
likeness of our Lord. It is not in spite of living with our flawed sisters and brothers that this happens, but
because of living with our flawed sisters and brothers that this happens. God uses living within the Body of
Christ as the means by which this happens. Truly, there is no such thing as a solitary Christian.
Even the hermits in Benedict’s rule live within the community. They are never really alone, for they are
the ones who have been formed by life in the community, and they carry the community with them into the
wilderness. They are mature and humble enough in their faith to know that they are never separate from their
brothers and sisters in Christ, and their call to focus intently on prayer is not for themselves, but for the whole
Church.
So how do we keep from becoming “spiritual consumers” or idealists who live only according to our own
desires? According to Benedict, living by the Rule within a community, will keep a person away from these
pitfalls. What about those of us who are not monastics? The “rule” of congregational life
can be a simple as this: worship God with the community, pray with the community and
when you are alone, study Scripture, together and apart, give you time, talents, and
treasure, serve God and your neighbor. When you do these things you will likely
experience occasional frustrations with your brothers and sisters. When this happens,
give thanks to God, for now you are learning what it means to be a Christian.
In Christ,
Pastor Matt
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The Rule of St. Benedict, translated by Jonathan Wilson Hartgrave, 2012

Date

April
April
April
April
April

Flowers
$22 for one vase
$44 for two vases
$7 delivery charge
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN

1
8
15
22
29

Mission Statement

Bulletins
$12 per week

Women of the Church
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN

“To know Christ and make Christ known
Spread the Gospel by word and action”

April Birthdays
3

Barbara Cook, Kyle Moyer

4

Bill Dawson

5

Kim Billetta

7

Alexis Moyer

8

Christopher Smoll

9

Michelle McLaughlin

11

Sara Ibach

12

Mary Moyer, Susan Prutzman

17

Susan Levengood

18

Edward Hydock, Nancy Christy

19

Brenda Hess, Brooke Updegrove

20

Lauren Campbell

24

Bryce Renninger

29

Rodney Mathias

WE ARE PLANNING OUR
OKTOBERFEST EVENT TO
BE HELD IN OCTOBER.
Join us at 6:30 pm on
Thursday, April 12 as we begin
planning the festivities!

Happy Anniversary
to
Clarence and Doris Moyer
April 22
(celebrating 46 years!)
Congratulations!!!!!!
---------------------------------

Remember in your prayers:
Our Church members, family and friends…………
Betty Gilbert
Mary Moyer
John Hilbert
Arlene Hess
Esther Renninger
Robin Koch
Cleora Shellaway Helen Johnson
Marie Stauffer
Christopher
Elizabeth
Debbie Burr
Nancy Smith
Mary Ann Levan
Gloria Stricker
Allen Sanderlin
Jerry Higham
Channel Marie
Fred McKinney
Theresa Sgarlata
Mary Jane Kehs
Ed Rutter
Audrea Littlefield
Fred Miller
Edward Rutter
Barbara Whitcomb
John and Miki Mroz
Todd Barton and family
John and Thelma Simmons
The young men and women serving in our armed forces….
Noah Ziegler, Peter Duchak, Matthew McHugh, Eric Littlefield
For the families and friends who mourn loss of their loved
ones…….
Helen Mercer, Harold Renninger, Rosemary Hojecki, Steven and Cheryl
Stricker, Mill Barry
Keep this paper with your devotional items to reference daily.

Remember, we are selling “keys” to the organ to finance the organ loan. You have two options to purchase a key. The
first is to pay $250 upfront per key, this would be the cost of the principal without interest on the loan. All the keys
purchased with payment in full will be used to pay down the principal on the loan and save the church the costs of
additional interest. You also have the option to buy keys over time for
$325 per key this reflects the cost of the interest and the principal on the
loan. Prayerfully consider the purchase of keys, they can be purchased in
honor or memory of loved ones as well. The sooner we sell all 220 keys
the more we save on interest payments.

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

Stpaulssassamansville.com

Our Ministry Volunteers
Date
Acolyte
Reader
Ushers

April 1
Geoff Littlefield
Geoff Littlefield
TBA

April 8
Sue Prutzman
3rd and 4th grade
TBA

Counters

Allen and Ruthy
Heydt
Debbie Spencer
Jodie Moyer

Donna Long
Sue Prutzman
Debbie Spencer
Jodie Moyer

Altar
Guild

Date
Acolyte
Reader
Ushers
Counters
Altar
Guild

April 29
Donna Long
Doris Moyer
Barb Marlow
Jodie Moyer
Jodie Moyer
Marlene Duchak
Debbie Spencer
Jodie Moyer

April 15
Ruthy Heydt
Marlene Duchak
Carol Adams,
Madison, Brooke and
Leah Eisenhard
Eugene and Shirley
Heydt
Debbie Spencer
Jodie Moyer

April 22
Doris Moyer
Confirmation Class
Kim and Sara
Ibach
Leroy and Jean
Roshong
Debbie Spencer
Jodie Moyer

Won’t you consider
volunteering?

Our new directories are available on Easter Sunday. They will be located
outside of the Sanctuary. Please pick one up AFTER the service to take
home. Extras will be available. Please deliver one to someone who might not
get to church for health or other reasons. Thanks for your help!
If there are any corrections, please contact Andrea in the office with a note or
email.

This is our first list of Pledges that have come in for our Organ / Key fund.
Consider giving a donation to help this expense that is so important to our worship time.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One key in loving memory of Helen Mercer by her great-grandchildren; Alexis, Ella, Gavin,
Griffin, Harbyn, Bryce, Savannah Grace, Mason and Briley.
Eight keys by Gene T. Yerger
Three keys in loving memory of Lawrence and Frances S. Yerger
One key in loving memory of my mother, Pauline Haring by Joanne Lohn
One key in loving memory of my brother, Craig Haring by Joanne Lohn
Four keys by Lili Sanderlin
One key in loving memory of my friend, Rosemary Hojecki by Wilda
Mathias
One key by Susan Prutzman
One key by LeRoy and Jean Roshong
One key in honor of our past and present members of St. Paul’s Women of the Church
One key in loving memory of Tyler Moyer by Terry and Jodie Moyer
Four keys to the Glory of God for the blessings He has given to us by Robert and Andrea
Kershaw
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Change Service Requested
Dated Material---Please Deliver Promptly
PHONE:
(610) 754-6024
E-MAIL:
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STAFF
Pastor Matthew Finney
Lili Sanderlin, Music Director
Andrea Kershaw, Secretary
Becky Higham, Sexton

Just an FYI

Our next Blood Drive
at St. Paul’s
is scheduled for
Saturday, May 5
7 am to noon.
Watch the bulletins for info.

